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Andy Strelcheck- Regional Administrator
NOAA Fisheries Southeast Region Office
263 13™ Avenue South

St. Petersburg. Florida 33701

July 10, 2025

Dear Mr. Strelcheck:

We write on behalf of offshore anglers and coastal businesses across our districts who are, once again, seeing the alrcady
limited two-day red snapper season collide with an unfavorable and potentially dangerous weather forecast.

As of this writing, offshore marine forecasts for July 11-12 call for southwest winds of 10 to 20 knots and seas building to
3 to 6 feet off Murrells Inlet. In Charleston. the forecast includes thunderstorms and winds up to 15 knots. These are far
from ideal conditions for recreational anglers making 20+ mile runs offshore. especially in the smaller vessels common
throughout our coastal communities.

Last vear. a similar letter was submitted requesting a postponement of the red snapper season due to unsafe weather.
Unfortunately. NOAA chose not to act—and the one-day season proceeded despite poor conditions that severely limited
access and safety.

Anglers should not be forced to choose between safety and their only legal opportunity to harvest red snapper.

Your own rule for the 2025 season states the dates are “subject to change if NOAA Fisheries determines a Small Craft
Advisory will exist or is projected to exist.” But as we’ve seen, even in the absence of an official advisory. weather
conditions can still present serious safety risks—particularly during a high-pressure. derby-style season. NOAA has
acknowledged this risk and has the flexibility to act.

Given the forecast, we urge NOAA to consider adding a time slot to the season—at least off the Carolinas—until safer
and more stable weather conditions are available.




[t’s already frustrating—and frankly indefensible—that NMFS has declared 475,000 of the 509,000 available red snapper
off-limits to recreational anglers based on questionable assumptions about discard mortality. This “science” assumes that
93% of the annual catch limit will be dead on days when anglers aren’t even fishing. These policies have drawn multistate
condemnation from South Carolina Governor Henry McMaster, Florida Governor Ron DeSantis, Georgia Governor Brian
Kemp, and the majority of the congressional delegations of all three states.

The least NOAA can do is ensure that the two days of access it has granted are actually fishable.

This fishery is both culturally and economically vital to our region. The communities we represent deserve not only fair
access, but safe access. We respectfully ask that NOAA act immediately and consider an additional time slot the 2025 red
snapper season in light of the current marine forecast.

Sincerely,
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Representative Lee Hewitt- District 108, Charleston & Georgetown Counties
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Representative Mark Smith- District 99, Berkeley County
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Representative Phillip Lowe- District 60, Florence County

Representative Gary Brewer- District 114, Charleston & Dorchester Counties
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Representative Tom Hartnett- District 110, Charleston County
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Labor, Commerce and Industry Committee Chairman Bill Herbkersman- District 118, Beaufort County
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Representative William Bailey- District 104, Horry County
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Representative Cody Mitchell — District 65, Chesterfield. Darlington, Kershaw & Lancaster Counties
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Representative Spencer Wetmore- District 115, Charleston County
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Education Committee Chairwoman Shannon Erickson- District 124, Beaufort County
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Representative Val Guest- District 106, Horry County
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Representative Case Brittain- District 107, Horry County



Representative Blake Sanders- District 9, Anderson County

Representative Carla Schuessler- District 61, Horry County

Representative Heather Ammons Crawford- District 68, Horry County
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Senator Chip Campsen- District 43, Beaufort, Charleston & Colleton Counties
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Senator Stephen Goldfinch- District 34, Georgetown & Horry Counties
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